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HOW LONG WAS CHRIST IN THE TOMB. 
— — 
„He said that He would be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. — 


Matt. xii, 40. | 


Hx laid in the grave 72 hours. Tra- 
dition says that he was buried one 
hour before sunset on Friday, 24 hours 
on the Sabbath, and about 11 hours 
the first day of the week—in all just 
36 hours—the half of 72. Upon this 
theory the four gospels touching the 
resurrection of Jesus have not, nor ever 
can be, harmonized. The attempt to 
do so kas been made the sport of in- 
fidel satire and ridicule. But allow 
Christ to lie in the tomb exactly three 


whole days and nights, and we pro- 
mise you a harmony that is 7 od 
perfect. Jesus was crucified on Wed- 
nesday, the 14th of Nisan, and was 
11 d at sunset, and lay in the grave 
, Friday and Saturday—the 
Jewish Sabbath—and rose at sunset, 
not sun-up, just as the first day of the 
week “dawned or drew on.” 
Let us compare the two theories— 


the one that He was in the sepulchre 
thirty-six hours, or a part of two days | 
and a part of two nights—with the 


one we now propose, via, that He was | 


in the grave seventy-two hours—three 
and three nights. 

irst.—All agree that every Bible 
W begins at sunset. (Gen. i, 5.) 

econd.— According to the thirty- 
six hour theory, Christ arose in the 
morning, and the women made but 
one visit to the tomb, and that must 
have been in the morning. | 

Third.—There could have been but 
one Sabbath intervening while Christ 
was in the tomb. 

Fourth.—At the time of our Lord 
the night was divided into four 
watches. The first, from sunset to 
our 9 o'clock, was called the first 
watch—Opse; second, midnight; third, 
cock-crowing; fourth, from 3 am. to 
sun-rising, the fourth, morning, or 
proi watch. 

With these facts undisputed, we 
paren to compare these two theories. 

t us put it in the form of a trial, as 
before a common court of justice, with 

ch, Mary 


Common Sense on 1 
Magadelene on the witness stand, and 


| 
| 
| 
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the four evangelists as attorneys. 

The thirty-six hour theory is before 
the court. 

Judge.—“ The court is open; let the 
witness be sworn.” 

Matthew takes the witness. 

“Mary, when did you go to the se- 
pulchre? 

Answer.—“* I went there Opse de 
Sabbatone' [the first watch of the 
Sabbaths, plural.— Matt xxviii, I.] 

se is used six times, thrice in 
the Old and thrice in the New Testa- 
men and always means the first 
watch. 

Mark, Luke and John cross-question 
the witness, and she tells them that 
she went there in the morning—“proi” 
watch. Mark xvi, 2; Luke xxiv, 1; 
John xx, 1. 
— Who was with you, 


The other Mary.” 

Mark.—“ Who else?” 

Ans.—“ The other Mary and Joan- 
na.” 
Luke.—“ Who else?” 

Ans.—“ These three and other wo- 
men.” 

John.—“ But what did you tell me, 


ary?” 

Ans.—“ I was alone.”—John xx, I; 
Mark xvi, 9. 

Matthew. —“ What did you see 
when you got to the sepulcher!” 

Ans.—“ I saw the stone rolled away 
and a strong angel sitting upon it, 
outside.”—Matt. xxviii, 2. 

John.—“ What did you tell me, 


Ans.—“ Oh, there were two angels 
inside, sitting, one at the head,” etc.— 
Jobn xx, 12. 

Luke.—“ What did you tell me?” 

Ans.-—“ They were 
Natthew.— What did you do when 
you saw Jesus?” 

Ans.—‘‘Took Him by the feet and 
worshiped Him.”—Matt. xxviii, 9. 

John.—“ What did you tell me, 
Mary?” 

Ans.— He would not allow me to 
* Him. He said, Touch Me 
not.!“ 

Mark.“ When did you women pre- 
pare the spices?” 

Ans. — When the Sabbath was 
passed.”—Mark xvi, I. 

Luke,—* When!“ 
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Ans.—“ We prepared the spices first, 
and then rested on the Sabbath.”— 
Luke xxiii, 56. 

Judge. — What self - contradictory 
evidence! At one and the same visit 
you saw the stone rolled away and 
one angel sitting on top of it, outside, 
and then two angels on the inside sit- 
ting. ‘Standing without you looked 
in’ (John xx, 11). You went in (Luke 
xxiv, 3) and saw the angels standing. 
You were not allowed to touch Jesus, 
and yet you took Him by the feet. 
You were alone; with one, two and 
other women. You went there, you 
say, ‘opse,’ the first, and proi,’ the 
fourth watch—in the evening and in 
the — when it was (Ms and 
yet the sun was shining. (Mark xvi, 
2.) Only one Sabbath passed while 
Jesus was in the tomb, and you waited 
till it was passed, and yet you first 
prepared your spices and rested on 
that Sabbath.” The Court is indig- 
nant, and demands of the witness an 
explanation of ber contradictory testi- 
rt, 

ary.— May it please the cou 

Jesus was crucified on Wednesday, 
not Friday, and was buried at sunset, 
‘between the evenings,’ just at the 
time of the killing of the pascal lamb, 
and lay in the tomb the 15th, 16th 
and 17th of Nisan, and rose in the 
evening precisely seventy-two hours 
after he was buried, just as the first 
day of the week drew on. Jesus came 
to Bethany six the Pass- 
over. Had he n crucified on 
Friday, six days before that would 
pet his traveling to Bethany on the 

he never did. He 
came to Bethany on Friday, and was 
crucified on Wednesday, six days after 
that. The other Mary and I went to 
the sepulchre just after sunset of the 
17th at theopse, or as the first watch of 
the 18th drew on. When we got there 


we saw the stone rolled away. A 
ve box stood upon it. We were 
affrighted, and went to our ctive 
homes. But I was so excited that I 


could not sleep; so next morning, 
while it was yet dark, I went alone to 
see the sepulchre; and then I saw two 
angels sitting inside, one at the head 
and one at the feet, where had Jain 
the body of Jesus. I only looked in 


did not enter in. The angels told 


9 
? 
a 
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tell the disciples. I ran off to the city 
and found Peter and John, but could 
not wait to tind the other disciples, 
but followed Peter and John — to 
the chre. They went in, came 
out and went home. But I lingered, 
and while I was looking in to the 
sepulchre, blinded by my tears, I 
heard the foot-fall of the gardener 
behind me. Instead, it was Jesus. 


The emotions of a liletime filled my 


heart, and I flew at Him to take Him 
by the feet and worship Him, but He 
forbade me: ‘Touch me not, for I am 
in the act of ascending to my Father.’ 
In the impulse of the moment I had 
forgotten, but do now remember, that 
on the great day of Atonement (Lev. 
16) the High Priest went twice into 
the Holy of Holies—once with the tn- 
cense and then with the blood of the 
sin offering. The first of these was 
fulfilled the evening my Lord was 
crucified, when His body hung on the 
cross—His spirit entered ise— 
the other He was in the act of fulfil- 
ling just as I was about totouch Him. 
But the High Priest must be alone in 
the work of the Atonement (Lev. xvi, 
17).. 80 I could not touch Him. The 
sun was just rising above the hills of 
Moab, when à company of women 
from Galilee came down with their 


please the court,” con- 
tinued Mary, “I will explain about 
e ate the 
Pascal — the opse of the 14th, 
Jesus went thence to the garden,. was 
arrested and brought before the High 
Priest; then early next morning be- 
fore Pilate, was crucified the third 
hour, died at the ninth hour. Joseph 
was standing near the and when 
he saw that Jesus was dead, he went 
off to the city and the body of 
Pilate. Before Pilate would consent, 
he sent a soldier back to Calvary, who 
then returned and reported. Then 
Joseph went back—here are four tri 
—took down the body, sent off to 
city, and bought spices, and embalmed 
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the body; took it to his new tomb, 
and rolled a great stone at its mouth. 
It was now sundown. The next day, 
the 15th of Nisan, was a high day 
Sabbath—the holiest of all the year. 
So the Jews could not go into Pilate’s 
hall that morning, lest they defile 
themselves, so they could not eat the 
Pascal lamb, for that was eaten the 
night before, but the ‘feast of un- 
leaven bread,’ which began on the 
‘opse’ of the 15th, and that was a 
high day Sabbath that fell on any 
day in the week, depending on the 
full moon. The 16th was not a Sab- 
bath; but the 17th was the regular 
weekly Sabbath of the Jews, for the 


next — ome of the week. 
Here, then, are my 6, or 
Sabbaths.” Mark says, when the 


Sabbath, i. e. the 15th, was we 
pre the spices. Luke had refer - 
ence to the Sabbath of the 17th. The 
spices were prepared on the 16th— 
e only time that Pilate had to place 
the seal on the tomb. 4 
This — — — v. It 
rings eve ing into perfect line. 
The harmony is absolutely perfect. 
No sum in algebra or em in 
Euclid works out a more perfect an- 
swer. And more (1), Why did Christ 
lie in the grave till that old Jewish 
Sabbath passed clean over His head? 
To a Bible student the answer is plain. 
When God had made the heavens and 
the earth He rested in His work, and 
man rested, and the earth rested—for 
it was good. 
_ But when sin entered into the scene 
it broke up — — man's rest, and 
creation’s rest, which groans and tra- 
vails in pain till now. Hence God 
can find no rest in His old creation 
with its seven days. Marred by si 
but in a New Creation—the Head of 
which is His Son. The sheaf of first 
fruits and the wave loaf were to be 
waved on the morrow after the Sab- 
bath. “Circumcised on the eighth 
day”—cutting the Jew off from the 
old creation, of which Christ is the 
head, and of which the Christian Sab- 
bath is the memorial. Now, take the 
thirty-six hour theory, and we have 


the new creation begun, and eleven 
hours old ere the Head of this creation 
had risen from the grave. Take the 
other theory—then Jesus rose just as 


— 

spices, and they entered in and saw 

the two angels standing, and when 

they came out we all joined company, 

and, when we bad departed from the 

sepulchre Jesus met us and said, All : 
hail!’ and we took Him by the feet 

and od Him.” 


the new creation “ to dawn.” 
Again (2), according to the first 
ry, Christ arose out of His grave 
and ascended immediately to heaven; 
whereas, with the true theory, we find 
He arose out of the grave at sunset, 
but did not ascend to His Father un- 
til sunrise the followingmorning. Paul 
tells us (Epb. iv, 9—10,) that He first 
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descended into the lower parts of the 
earth —the domain of death, hell and 
the grave with His resurrected body, 
and chained all the power of darkness 
to His triumphant chariot wheels, and 
rode thro the uplifted gates of 
glory and made a show of them openly. 
Rev. T. H. CLLAND, D. D. 
—In the Courter Journal. 


BIG BATTALIONS. 
— 0 — — 


Smonx devastation by war is doubtless 
among the judgments that will 
shortly overtake the nations, it may 
not be uninteresting to our readers 
to learn what progress they are 
making in preparing themselves for 
this event. ith this object in 
view we publish the following from 
the Army and Navy Magazine: 


ANOTHER move has been made in the 
great European war game. General 
ulanger’s proposal to preserve the 
peace of Europe by adding over 40,000 
men to the effective of the French 
standing army, has provoked the in- 
evitable reply from his 
across the Rhine. The friendly move 
of the Wegg of French politics has 
been recognized in its true meaning, 
— the affectation 
under which it was cloaked. Prince 
Bismarck and his colleagues, although 
probably more anxious to maintain 
the peace than even the French Gov- 
ernment, admit freely that their pro- 
— to increase the German army 
y 42,000 men is made rather in the 
interests of Germany than in that of 
her neighbors. They assert openly 
that the German army is being out- 
numbered; and imply that the supe- 
rior organization of her military sys- 


tem will no — avail Germany 
against the odds that may at any mo- 
ment be broughtagainst her. In May 


1880, the peace effective of the Ger- 
man army was determined, for the 
seven years commencing April 1881, 
at one per cent. of the population re- 
turned by the census of 1875. Since 
that time, the military situation of 
the Empire has changed very much 
for the worse. Not oy France and 
Eussia, from whom Germany has 


most to fear, but the other military 
States of Europe, have since added 
largely to the strength of their stand- 
ing forces. Austria has increased her 
active army by several battalions; and 
rendered it an offensive rather than 
a defensive power, by the creation of 
a Landsturm, comprising several mil- 
lions of men, for the defense of the 
country. Italy, in the meantime, has 
thoroughly reorganized her military 
system, and, although considerable 
additions were made a few years ago 
to her standing troops, a Commission 
of Inquiry has recently advised the 
formation of several new regiments 
of cavalry and batteries of artillery. 
The smaller Powers of the Continent 
have made almost equal exertions in 
the same direction — all tending to 
destroy the absolute military prepon- 
derance enjoyed by Germany a few 
years since. The military expansion 
of France and Russia during the same 
period, has been yet more rapid and 
alarming. The army raised by the 
Republic, immediately after the war, 
was numerically superior to that main- 
tained by the combined German States 
at the same date; and its subsequent 
increase has been effected without any 
regard to the almost stationary num- 
ber of inhabitants. In 1870, the Ger- 
man army consisted, in round num- 
bers, of 378,000 men; that of France, 
about 359,000. In 1881, the numbers 
were respectively 427,000 and 444,000; 
and in 1886, 427,000 and 472,000. As 
regards the various arms of the — 
Germany possesses 483 battalions o 
infantry, 20 battalions of jager (or 
rifles), 465 squadrons of 2 — 340 
batteries of field artillery, with 1,404 

uns, 31 battalions of garrison artil- 
— 19 battalions of pioneers, 2 bat- 


| 
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talions of railway troops, and 18 bat- 
talions of train. The French infantry 
is composed of 649 battalions (2,939 
companies and 295,000 men) the cav- 
alry of about 350 squadrons, and the 
field artillery of 446 batteries, with 
1,856 guns. The artillery has been 
the object of especial care in France. 
Reorganization has been the rule for 
several oy past, and the peace 
strength has recently been increased 
by 54 guns. To add to the numerical 
disproportion already existing, Gen- 
eral ulanger's new measure pro- 
vides for an increase of nearly 44,000 
men to the peace effective of the 
French army, while the navy alread 
require 67,000 men, as compared wit 
less than 14,000 for that of Germany. 
Despite, therefore, the large additions 
made since the war to the available 
fighting forces of the German Empire, 
France is rapidly gaining an over- 
whelming advantage in numbers, if 
not in organization, which the present 
and the past attitude of the French 
renders it in the 

angerous to their neighbors. This 
fact alone should be sufficient to justi- 
fy the proposed increase, without re- 
ference to the enormous milit 
growth of what M. Deroulede is 
— to consider the natural ally of 

rance and the natural enemy of 
Germany. | 

The last war with Turkey taught 
Russia many lessons, of which she has 
been prompt to avail herself. Her 
army since the has been radi- 
cally — rin and 
numerically increased. @ peace 
cadres of the corps available for a Eu- 
ropean campaign, have been strength- 
ened by the addition of 256 battalions 
of infantry, 90 squadrons of cavalry, 
and 35 batteries of artillery. At the 
present time the infantry and artil- 


lery comprise 984 battalions, with 
547,000 men, and 395 batteries, with 
1,736 guns. In the cavalry, the num- 
bers are still more disproportionate. 
Including the Cossacks, whose orga- 
nization is now almost identical with 
that of the regular troops, it has been 
calculated that Russia could put into 
the field nearly 170,000 horsemen, as 
compared with less than 60,000 in 
Germany. On both sides, therefore, 
Germany is losing ground; and losing 
ground, as the advocates of the new 
measure have pointed out, through 
her hesitation to impose upon herself 
the excessive burdens which her neigh- 
bors have voluntarily or involuntarily 
assumed. As regards personal service, 
the percentage of men under arms in 
Germany is slightly greater than in 
Russia, but very much less than in 
France. The Russian army comprised 
in 1870, 1°02 per cent.; in 1880, 1°06 
per cent.; in 1886, 0°92 per cent. of 
the population. The French army 
has meanwhile risen from 0.93 per 
cent. in 1870, to 1°18 per cent. in 1880, 
and 1°22 per cent. in 1886. Even 
under the new measure, the standing 
forces of the German Empire will not 
exceed one per cent. of the popula- 
tion. It appears, from statistics, that 
vast as is the burden already im 

upon the average German citizen, it 
is less than in Russia, and incompara- 
bly less than ia France. With these 
figures before him, the Emperor in his 
speech from the throne contended 
that if Germany wished to maintain 
her present position in Europe, she 
must be prepared to e personal 
and financial sacrifices at least equal 
to those of her neighbors; and the 
new Bill, although adding nearly two 
corps d armee to the pence effective, 
will still leave a decided advantage on 
her side. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


The Territorial Supreme Court commenced its January term on the 10th 


inst. 


Brother John Horspool, an old and well known citizen of Ogden, died Dec. 
24th. He had been sick for several weeks. 
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The small company of Saints who left Liverpool about the Ist of Decem- 
ber is reported to have arrived in Salt Lake City, all well. 

Judge Hendersen, of the First District Court, ruled that a wife could 
testify against her husband, in the Bassett Polygamy trial at Ogden. 


The Deseret News says: New Year's day was as balmy as spring and as 
quiet as Sunday. There was but little calling and no business of any conse- 
quence going on.” 

The trial of United States Deputy Marshall Thompson, the murderer of E. 
M. Dalton, was in progress on the 8th. The testimony was all in on that 
date, and the case went to the jury. 


Tuesday, Jan. 5th, a Baptist School House was burned in Salt Lake City. 
Damage about $2,500, with an insurance of $800. A new building will prob- 
ably be erected on the site of the old one. 


Brother Levi Garrett, of Wellsville, Cache County, lost his year and a half 
old son on the 5th inst; the little fellow drank some concentrated lye, which 
his mother was using in cleaning acupboard. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, the Fourteenth Ward Sunday School gave 
its annual party to the children, and in the evening for the members of the 
Ward and invited guests; it was a perfect success. 


The persecution of the Saints in Utah continues with unabated vigor, but 
the papers teem with accounts of enjoyable times had by the people at Christ- 
mas and New Years, at which the hearts of the aged and needy were made to 
rejoice with seasonable gifts and good cheer. 

There is a good school in the Utah Penitentiary. It was organized Dec. 
3th, 1885, and has run continuously since, every week day, with the 
exception of public holidays. The Saints produce a reformation wherever 
they go, they will do good even when unrighteously imprisoned. 


Mr. Dirk Bockholt, formerly county clerk of Salt Lake County, died sud- 
denly on New Year’s day. He was going from his house on Third South 
Street to the street car, when he fell in a fit. He rallied slightly, but was 
attacked again a few minutes after and soon ceased to breathe. 


The Wool Growers’ Association, of Southern Utah, bids fair to be a success. 
The members of the Association now own nearly a quarter of a million 
sheep, from which they produce annually over a million and a quarter pounds 
of wool. J. H. Erickson, is President; J. E. Clinton, Superintendent, and 
Alma Hague, of Nephi, Juab Co., Secretary. 

On Monday, Jan. 3, 1887, at Salt Lake City, Secretary Thomas issued a 
certificate of incorporation to the San Jaun Co-operative Company, an 
organization by the citizens of Bluff City, Emery County. The new company 
has a capital stock of $100,000, and will engage in merchandising, manufac- 
turing, dairying, building bridges, roads, etc; and conduct all the business 
necessary for success in a newly settled region. 


The people of the Fourth Ward, Salt Lake City, hada re-union on New 
Year’s day. A bounteous repast and suitable exercises, musical and other- 
wise, comprised the programme. They have erected a new meeting house; 
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the hall is not yet permanently seated, but religious services are held in it, 
and they have sufficient funds to furnish it with seats. It is a credit to the 
people of the Fourth Ward and is an evidence of a spirit of enterprise. 


Bishop Bassett, of the Twentieth Ward, Salt Lake City, was adjudged 
guilty of the charge of polygamy, although the most positive evidence was 
adduced to show that he did not marry his present wife until after he had 
obtained a divorce from his first wife. He was sentenced to five years im- 
prisonment and to pay a fine of $500. An appeal was taken to the Supreme 


Court of the United States, pending which Bishop Bassett was required to 
give a $10,000 bond. 


There is a praiseworthy revival amongst the Saints in Utah in honoring 
the first Thursday in every month as a day of fasting and prayer. It is a day 
set apart among the Latter-day Saints on which they assemble together in 
their respective Wards, engage in prayer, praise and testimony, and make 
offerings for the poor according to their means and liberality. We learn with 
much pleasure of crowded meetings, and a glorious out-pouring of the Holy 
Spirit. It is a good time for Israel. 


On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th, at Ogden, Mr Joseph Parry, accompanied by 
his legal advisor, Mr. J. N. Kimball, stepped in to the court-room and took 
a seat within the bar. Mr. Kimball announced to the Court that Mr. Parry 
was present, to which the Court replied that he was very glad to see him. 
The clerk read to him an indictment charging him with the offense of unlaw- 
ful cohabitation with his wives, Oliver Ann and Susan. The Statutory time 
was taken to plead. This is the husband of Mrs. Parry of the “ Parry Con- 
tempt Case” referred to in our Utah News” of Star No. 2, January 10th. 


In Plain City, at Christmas, the Deacon’s Quorum furnished firewood and 
coal for the missionaries’ families. They hauled the wood from the moun- 
tains, and after hauling cut it up for them; then bought some coal and 
divided it up amongst those needing. At a special meeting of the Quorum 
to report their proceedings, held in the Hall, the young ladies of the Ward, 
about forty or fifty, with baskets of rich food, and a band of music, gave the 
Deacons a surprise in the shape of a bounteous supper. After supper, the 
evening was spent in dancing, singing and speaking. Good for the Deacons 
and young ladies. The Relief Society had also gathered up $30 to help a 
poor sistér from England. 


On Tuesday, the 4th of the present month, Mr. H. G. McMullan, Clerk of 
the Third District Court, and Judge Smith, of the Probate Court, held their 
annual meeting at the County Court House to select 200 names, from which 
will be drawn the grand and petit jurors to serve for the ensuing year, com- 
mencing with the February term, which opens the first Monday in that 
month. As provided by law, the District Clerk selected the odd numbers, 
and the Probate Judge the even numbers. There is little doubt, however, 
but that the list will be exhausted before the expiration of the February 
term, when, of course, the open venire scheme will be again resorted to. 


Under existing circumstances, the work may be considered simply as a 
formality, nothing more. 


* 
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— 


THE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE. 


—0 

„Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpreta- 

tion” (2 Peter i, 20). 
Ir would appear from the writings of this chief Apostle, Peter, that even in 
his day there had arisen difficulties about the interpretation of the Scriptures; 
for in addition to the text we have quoted at the head of this article from his 
second epistle, he says: 

** Account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all 
his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be under- 
stood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scrip- 
tures, unto their own destruction” (2 Peter iii, 15, 16). 

And from the days of Peter to the present, there have been men who have 
continued this pernicious practice of wresting the Scriptures, not only to 
their own destruction, but to the confusion of thousands who have fallen 
under their influence. It is because of the different interpretations given to 
the Scriptures that we see the professed followers of Christ split up into 
hundreds of different secta, one crying lo, here is Christ; and another say- 
ing, “ nay, but lo, here is Christ;” and thus division is multipled, uncertainty 
increases, and humanity distracted with the cries of discordant sects contend- 
ing over their creeds, while unbelief is sapping the foundations of faith. 

The Elders of Israel are called to labor in the midst of this confusion 
occasioned by the variety of interpretations given to Scripture, and it is 
highly necessary that they should be able to rightly divide the word of truth, 
and intelligently expound the Scriptures to the understanding of the honest 
enquirer. In this part of their work the Elders will be greatly assisted by 
keeping in mind the following facts: 

I. The collection of sacred books known as the Bible does not contain all 
the scriptures written by the inspired prophets and apostles of God, nor all 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. We know that from the fact that there are 
many books and revelations spoken of in the books of the Bible which cannot 
be found in it For instance, in Galatians we read: 


7 

* 
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„And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham” (Galatians iii, 8). 

Here we learn that there was Scripture in the days of Abraham, who lived 
some three hundred years before Moses, who is the writer of the most ancient 
Scripture in our possession, and whom some learned writer has called God's 
first pen.” Yet there was Scripture in existence at least three hundred years 
before he wrote, and from it Abraham learned that the heathen would be 
justified through faith. But we have none of that Scripture which Abraham 
had in his day. Turning to the book of Jude, where that “servant of Christ” 
speaks of certain characters that were like “clouds without rain,” he says: 

„And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his Saints, to execute judgment upon all,” ete. 
(Jude, 14, 15). 

It is evident from this that Jude had in his possession some of the prophe- 
cies of Enoch which foretold events not even yet fulfilled, as they relate to the 
glorious coming of the Lord Jesus accompanied by thousands of His Saints; 
and doubtless these prophecies formed part of the Scripture which Abraham 
read. 

This same Jude says in the 3rd verse of his epistle: 

** Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it 
was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the Saints.” 

This is a plain statement that Jude had written to the Saints a previous 
epistle to the one from which we bave just quoted. Yet we have but the one 
epistle in the Bible from the pen of Jude. That former letter to which he 
himself refers was an exposition of a very important doctrine, “the common 
salvation;” and Jude had given “all diligence” in writing it. What a flood 
of light might it not throw upon the subject of man’s salvation if we only had 
it! So we might continue to point out references both in the New Testament 
and the Old which speak of sacred books and revelations that are not in the 
Bible, and which, if they were, might explain away many of the difficulties 
that now perplex mankind. It will be remembered in this connection that 
the Book of Mormon informs us that many plain and precious things had 
been taken away from the Gospel of the Lamb, and ‘also many covenants of 
the Lord by a certain abominable church described as the “ whore of the whole 
earth.” And, 

“Because of the many plain and precious things which have been taken out of the 
book [meaning the Bible], which were plain unto the understanding of the children of 
men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God; because of these things 
which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceeding great many do 
stumble, yea, insomuch that satan hath great power over them” (1 Nephi xiii. 29). 

Here we have a plain statement why it is there is so much in the Scrip- 
tures that is difficult to understand; much that was plain and precious has 
been taken away, for the want of which considerable of that which remains 
is mysterious, and some of it even contradictory. 

II. It must be remembered that in many of the episties, which form a large 
part of the New Testament, we have but one side of a correepondence by which 
to judge af all the doctrines referred to therein. 
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This of itself is sufficient to explain how it is that so much of the writings 
of the apostles is difficult to understand. A number of Paul’s letters are 
written in answer to letters from the churches making inquiry about certain 
points of doctrine, and when the writings of Paul were collected, only his side 
of the correspondence was given, so we cannot always judge of the circum- 
stances under which his advice and instruction and exposition of doctrine 
were given, something quite necessary to the full comprehension of that 
which he wrote. If one side of a correspondence in modern days should be 
thrown into our hands, very much of what was contained in the letters would 
not be understood by us, unless we had the letters which called out those 
that had fallen into our hands. So it is with many of the epistles of the 
New Testament. 

Moreover, we must interpretate what are, by some, considered difficult and 
apparently contradictory passages of Scripture, and that appear arbitrary, 
and which not unfrequently are quoted to support erroneous doctrines—by 
all the circumstances—so far as they can be gathered—under which the 
passage was written, and regard it in the light of the spirit of the Gospel and 
right reason. For example, it is written in St. Luke: 


If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 
xiv, 26). 

Is any one so lost to reason as to insist that a man must absolutely hate his 
kindred, using the word hate in its usual signification? We think not. He 
would remember at once that that idea was not in keeping with the spirit of 
the Gospel. He would call to mind that Jesus had said: 

** Ye have heard that it hath been said: Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine 
enemies, but I say unto you, love your enemies bless them that curse you,” etc. 

Indeed the whole spirit of the Gospel is love, not hate. And if one is re- 
quired by the Gospel law to love even his enemies, is it reasonable to con- 
clude that that law requires him to hate the father who protected him in his 
weakness, or the mother whose anxious heart yearned over bim from infancy 
to manhood, or the wife of his bosom bound to him by the most sacred ties 
of affection known to humanity? Nay, none will subscribe to a doctrine so 
revolting to reason—so monstrously absurd—so at varianee with the whole 
spirit of the Gospel. When looked at in connection with the spirit of the 
general teachings of Jesus, and the same doctrine stated by other writers 
who give it—“ He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me”—the meaning of the passage under consideration is readily understood, 
and means that a man must love his kindred and friends less than he does 
his Lord, but is not required to hate them. 

So with the passage so often quoted to support the 6 are saved 
by grace alone, and without any acts of obedience to God 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians ii. 8, 9). 


But in connection with this passage others should be considered, such for 
example as, 


“‘ Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be 


} 
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ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James i, 21, ee 
Toe see then how that by works a man is jastified, and not by faith only, 
for as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 


ii, 34, 26). 

And again, where the author of the epistle to the Hebrews, in speaking of 
Christ, says: 

Aud being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 

that obey him” (Hebrews v, 9). 
And furthermore, it should be remembered that so far as the New Testa- 
ment gives the history of conversions, it tells us of acts of obedience rendered 
by the converts to the ordinances of the Gospel, which is in keeping with 
the instruction given by Jesus to His apostles: 

Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 1 name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” 

And, 

Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not [and consequently would not be 
baptized or perform any other act of obedience] shall be damned.” 

From these passages it is evident that a person is not only required to 
believe the Gospel, but is also required to obay its ordinances and its laws, 
and there is no escaping the conclusion. Well, then, how are we to under- 
stand Paul’s doctrine of being saved by grace and not by works? It stands 
thus: Through disobedience to God’s law man became lost—fallen. Was 
subject to the power of sin and death; and.from the thralldom of these evils 
he was powerless to invent any means of escape. No works that he could 
perform of himself would redeem him. But God in His mercy had devised 
a plan for man’s redemption; and that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and He 
has ordained that those who believe that Gospel and obey it shall be saved 
is it not then the gift of God? was it not an act of His grace that devised the 
means of redemption? and if so, are we not saved by grace, and not by any 
works that we ourselves devise? Most assuredly. Who will say that it is not 
by the grace of God that we have our food and our raiment, and that these 
things are the gifts of God? Yet, in order to enjoy the advantages of these 
gifts of God, or to make it apply to us, we have to plow the land, sow tha 
seed, and gather the harvest in the season thereof, and convert the grain into 
flour and sv to bread, Likewise by acts of industry we have to shear the 
wool from the sheep, and pick the cotton from the plant’s bursting bolls, and 
convert them into fabrics to cover our bodies, and the shining thread of the 
silk worm must be woven into silks and ribbons for articles of adornament— 
yet all these things are gifts of God, by His grace are they placed within our 
reach, but industry and labor on our part is essential to make this grace avail- 
able to us:—so with the plan for man’s redemption—it is the gift of God, and 
by His graco was it fuunded, and by that grace are we saved; but to make 
that grace of any value to us, requires obedience to the laws and ordinances 
of the Gospel. 

Such, then, is the manner in which the Scriptures should be interpreted — 
taking into consideration all the circumstances under which the passage was 
written—and viewing it in the light of the whole spirit of the Gospel. R. 
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RePorts.—Instructions as to the manner of making up annual and other 
reports are to be found in Star No. 10, Vol. 47, a reference to which will 
assist those interested. It is desired that complete reports be sent in from 
the various Conference as promptly as circumstances will permit. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— — 

Elder N. C. Flygare, President of the Scandinavian Mission, writing under 
date of January 24, 1887, says: 

“T am continually receiving good reports from the different fields of labor 
in the Mission; the missionaries are all well and are doing a good work. Our 
meetings here in Copenhagen are well attended by very fine and attentive 
people. We have baptized seven within the last ten days, and others are 
ready for baptism. Some roughs disturbed one of our Conference meetings 
in Malmo, Sweden, last November, for which two of the leaders have been 
fined 100 kroners each, and have got a month’s imprisonment each for break- 
ing open the hall door. This is something unusual, and speaks well for the 
city authorities.” 

Elder F. W. Schoenfeld writing from Bern, under date of January Llst, 
says that the Conferences held there on the 19th of December, and in Winter- 
thur on the 26th of the same month, were very spirited, and well attended 
by the Saints, though there were but few strangers present. There is a gen- 
eral feeling of indifference among the people of that country respecting the 
Gospel. Elder Schoenfeld reports that Elder Gershom Wells, son of Presi- 
dent Wells, who but recently arrived at Bern, is making fine progress in 
acquiring the German language, and has already made several efforts to 
address the Saints in their own language, some of which have been quite suc- 
cessful. The prospects are that the emigration from that Mission will be 
light the coming season. 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 


Alpine, Apache Co., Arizona, 
January 5, 1887. 
President D. H. Wells. 

Dear Brother,—It may seem from 
my long silence as if I but little ap- 
preciated your favor in sending us 
the MILLENNIAL STAR while we were 
in Detroit; this, however, is far from 
being the case, because the Star was 
read with as great interest as any- 
thing we received while there, and we 
were all very much interested in its 
contents. 

Our twenty-two months there was 
a very hard mission, but for my part 
I do not regret having been there; 
the cruel and unjust manner in which 


we were tried and convicted against 


all law, I am well satisfied has not 
been equalled in the last three hun- 
dred years, and yet when the decision 
of the Attorney-General that we were 
held imprisoned illegally was pub- 
lished in all the papers, I felt well 
satisfied. You will remember that 
when we were arrested there was 
great rejoicing over the great lawful 
success the government had made in 
convicting us, and consequently the 
honest inquirer after true facts can- 
not fail to see that not only the persecu- 
tion against us, but that the entire 
raid against our people is nothing but 
a religious persecution; and to the 
thinking mind it cannot fail to bring 
the conviction that there is something 
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in what the world calls Mormon- 
ism” that they have never before com- 
—— and I can truly say with 

aul, that if in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we would be the most 
miserable of all men; but for one 1 
can — I know for myself that the 
God of Israel is the same to-day as 
ever before. In ancient times He 
spoke to our forefathers, He sent 
angels to visit and comfort them, He 
gave them visions, dreams, and various 
gifts; but more than all, He gave men 
authority to act in His name on earth, 
and though we have from all these 
men a testimony that in the last days, 
or in the fullness of time, the greatest 
work should be accomplished, yet how 
few believe it! But I for one know 
that God has spoken from heaven in 
our day, and persecution, prisons, or 
even death itself cannot take this 
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knowledge from me. I have not built 
my faith on the testimony of man 
alone, but as the Saints of old, so in 
our day, those who will obey the will 
of Mall know whether the doc- 
trine be of God or of man, and I know 
it; and though liberty is sweet, and 
freedom is more valuable than gold, 
yet rather would I spend all the rest 
of my life in prison than deny the 
truths of heaven. Wealth, grandeur 
and worldly authority must some day 
perish, but the priesthood and bles- 
sings of God shall last forever, and 
may God grant that all our mission- 
aries in foreign lands may ever re- 


member it. 

Please receive my heartiest thanks 
for past favors, and believe me truly 
your brother in the “a 


J. KEMPE. 


MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT ORSON’S ACADEMY, 23, NEW COMMERCIAL ROAD, EAST LONDON, 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 1887. 
—0 


ELDERSs present from Utah: Daniel 
H. Wells and Apostle Geo. Teasdale, 
— el e European Mission; 
ames d of the Liverpool Office; 


tieal report of the Conference, which, 
on the whole, was good, there — a 
considerable improvement noticeable 
in the condition of the Brighton 


E. * President of, and J. H. Branch. He said a great many re- 
Kelson, M. B. Shipp, W. W jun., ported at last Conference had been 
H. Morris, C. H. Rhees, James | omitted, as their where abouts was not 
Nye, Jobn Pegs, Geo. Miller, C. J. | known. ; 
Thomas, N. Y. Schofield, Wm. Phil-| Elder Morris reported his labors in 


lips, Andrew Hyer, Henry Ballard 

and Edward White, Traveling Elders 

in the London Conference ; and J. V. 

Long, Traveling Elder in the’Sheffield 

Conference. 
| 10-30 a.m. 

— Prayer by Elder M. B. 

Shipp. Singing. 

lder oorge Ellis, Sen., in behalf 
of President T. Cornell, reported the 
North London, I. Marshall the White- 
chapel, W. Woods, Jun., the West 
London Branches, which, under the 
present circumstances, might be said 
to be in a fairly good and progressive 
condition. 

Elder Geo as local Tra- 
veling Elder, then addressed the meet- 
ing, and bore his testimony to the 
work of God. 

President E. Davis read the statis- 


the Peckham District, where some 
few were investigating. 
President D. H. Wells said we were 
assured that in the day and age in 
which we now lived, the dispensation 
of the fullness of times had been 
ushered in, and as had been said, the 
kingdom of God would — 
There was a difference in the number 
of Saints now and thirty years since, 
yet there was a reason for this A 
great many had gathered to the placo 
that God had — and some 
had fallen by the way. He knew the 
time, some thirty years ago, when 
there were about thirty thousand 
Saints in this Mission—now there 


were only five thousand; but many 
would yet embrace the Gospel and 
gather out of Babylon. 
the work was increasing, and 


On the whole 
would 
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continue to do so. The United States 
ment was active at present en- 
eavoring to crush out this work, yet 
it had increased. There were those 
living who would see in a few years 
what success they would have in mea- 
suring arms with God. God's judg- 
ments were even now in the earth, 
and while we did not even expect to 
convert the world, yet it was import- 
ant that we should warn the people. 
We should endeavor to be faithful 
and united. It was necessary we 
should prove our integrity in the sight 
of God and the angels, and it wasa 
blessed thing to have the opportunity 
of doing so. God was a keeper of His 
covenants, and it remained with us to 
do the same. The Latter-day Saint 
did not live who could afford to throw 
off the armor for a moment. He 
trusted we would have a good time 
and enjoy the Spirit of the Lord. 
Singing Benediction by Elder Jas. 


2-30 p.m. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder N. Y. 
Schofield. 

Sacrament was administered by El- 
ders N. V. Schofield and Jas. Reed. 

The clerk presented the General 
Authorities of the Church as sustained 
at the last General Conference at Coal- 
ville, all of whom were sustained by 
unanimous vote. 

Elder James Reed spoke on the 
„Gospel of Christ.” 

Apostle George Teasdale then con- 
cluded the meeting by bearing his 
testimony to the truth. Jesus was 
the Christ, and he knew it, and he 
knew that God lived, and that the 
authority of the holy priesthood was 
upon the earth. He asked the stran- 
gers present to be true to themselves 
by searching out these things, as he 
knew whereof he testified from ex- 
perience. 

Singing Benediction by Elder 
Wm. Phillips. 


6-30 p.m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder C. J. 
Thomas. Anthem by the choir. 
President E. Davis then read a let- 
ter from Sister Mary Ann Edgley, 
now in Utah, to the Saints of the 
London Conference, which was of an 
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excellent character, carrying with it 
the evidences of truth as Soya 
to the present position of the Saints, 
and of an honest and powerful testi- 
mony to the work of God. It may 
here be remarked that Sister Edgley 
emigrated to Utah last year—1886. 

Apostle Geo. Teasdale addressed 
the meeting, saying we had listened 
to a good letter, a true testimony, but 
we should not be dependent upon 
another’s testimony for a knowledge 
of the Gospel; we should have a liv- 
ing testimony. Suppose it had been 
a bad report. They had seen people 
come back saying Zion was not Zion. 
This was very strange, considering 
their previous testimony. There were 
some who came back it did 
not suit them, others had their feel- 
ings hurt. e was reminded of a 
man who, some years ago, bore a 
strong testimony, gathered out, but 
afterwards joined the Josephites, etc. 
What would a testimony like this do 
for us! Yet this was only one case 
among a great many that he could 
mention. What guarantee had we 
that we should not apostatize? Only 
that of our love for righteousness, 
Many are called, but few are chosen. 
But those who loved righteousness 
did not apostatize; if we had not em- 
braced the Gospel for the love of the 
truth, we were liable. 

One strong testimony that we have 
the truth, is that we are hated. He 
had been assocated with President 
Brigham Young and family, and lead- 
men of the Church, and he never saw 
— to cause him to stumble. It 
was God that had converted him, and 
he knew God had established this 
work. Who gave the Gospel the 
name of “Mormonism,” lawyers, 
Priests, etc. What did they know 
about it? Why nothing. e had 
embraced “ Mormonism” (so-called 
because it was true. Angels ha 
come to the earth, and he knew it. 
We all accept John the Baptist as the 
forrunner of Jesus Christ, yet John 
did not finish his mission in his first 
coming. The Prophet Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery had had con- 
ferred upon them, by John the Bap- 
tist, the Aronic Priesthood, There 
are two witnesses to this event, and 
their testimony is true. Any student 
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of theology would see it was necessar 
for us to have the Aronic Priesthood, 
we could now go to the House of 
Judah when the right time comes. 
The testimony of the three and the 
eight witnesses to the Book of Mor- 
mon stand agreed that they heard the 
voice of God and saw the angel. 
These events are facts. He would 
ask what were the people going to do 
with this testimony? Would they re- 
ceive Or reject it? He continued at 
some lenght, contending for the faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and con- 
cluded by bearing a powerful testi- 
mony to the work of God. 

President D. H. Wells then address- 


ed the meeting, and, in a clear and 
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comprehensive manner, continued for 
some time on the principles of the 
Gospel; the marriage intitution, bap- 
tism for the dead, the resurrection 
the coming of the Lordand the final 
triumph of the kingdom of God upon 
the earth and many other glorious 
truths, concluding in bearing a faith- 
ful testimony to the work of God. 

Singing. Benediction by Apostle 
Geo. Teasdale. 

Considering the cold weather there 
was a very good attendance of the 
Saints and some few strangers, the 
whole day, as is usual], being very en- 
joyable. 

C. E. Pyx, Clerk of Conference. 


REFORMATORY POWER OF THE TRUTH. 
—— —— 
WE clip the following from the Deseret | two nights. When they left, I had a 


News, of Jan. 3, 1887. It needs no 
comment; it is the natural result of 
true repentence and obedience to 
the Gospel in the love of the truth. 
York County, South Carolina, 
December, 1886. 
Editor Deseret News: 

Things seem to be pretty quiet here 
just now. The mobocrates seem to be 
satisfied now that — have driven 
the Elders out of Vork County and 
prohibited Brother Harkness and my- 
self from visiting the Saints in the 
White Nation. Brother Harkness 
has been ordained to the office of an 
Elder, and I bave been ordained to 
that of a Priest, to preside over the 
King’s Mountain Branch. 

hen the “ Mormon” Elders first 
came to this country I heard such bad 
tales about them that I wanted to go 
and drive them out. I told some of 
my friends that I had driven many a 
negro out of the country, when I was 
connected with the Ku-Klux, and now 
I meant to do the same by the Mor- 
mons.” While I was making up a mob 
to go with me to carry out my pur- 
pose, one man said to me: “ Jim, 
and see first if these things are true. 
If they are, I will go with you; if 
they are not true, I will not have any- 
thing to do with the matter.” I post- 
pense the mobbing and sent for the. 
ders (John M. ton and Angus 
McKay). They came to my house 
and stopped with me two days and 


different opinion of the Mormons.” 
They left some tracts and the “ Voice 
of Warning.” I read them all twice 
over, and was convinced that “ Mor- 
monism” had been revealed by a 
higher Power than man. Six weeks 
afterwards I was baptized by Elder 
John M. Easton and confirmed by 
Elder Angus McKay. 

Before that time I drank whisky, 
tea and coffee, and smoked and chew- 
ed tobacco. 1 have paid strict atten- 
tion to the teachings of the Gospel 
for the last five years. I have quit 
drinking whisky, coffee and tea, and 
have neither smoked nor chewed for 
two years. I had previously used 
tobacco for twenty-five years. My 
hardest task of all was to give up the 
practice of using it. I have been 
reading Mac’s “ Health Hints,” and 
believing them to be good, I have quit 
using bacon and lard, and of late have 
learned to eat without drinking water 
or milk at the table. 

If those mobs would take the same 
course that I have taken, it would be 
better forthem. They should let the 


go | “ Mormons” tell what they do teach. 


I know that by yielding obedience to 
what the Elders have taught I have 
become a better man in every respect, 
and I hope the time will soon come 
when I can learn something more con- 
cerning the exhaltation of the buman 
ily. Your brother, 
JAMES ALLAN SMITH 
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